Appendix D
Permits and Authorizations

NOTICE
The information contained in this Appendix was developed strictly for the purpose
of evaluating the environmental impacts associated with the Ambassador Bridge
Enhancement Project and responding to the regulatory requirements applicable
to this proposal. Use of this information for other purposes is not intended, and
any such use is at the risk of the user.

March 9, 2007

Mr. Craig Stamper
Detroit International Bridge Company
12225 Stephens
Warren, Michigan 48089
SUBJECT:

MIR110106 DIBC Pump Station & SW Outfall
Authorization to discharge Storm Water from Construction Activities under the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).

This is to acknowledge that the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality received your complete Notice of
Coverage form and $400 fee. On March 1, 2007, you became authorized, under NPDES, to discharge storm
water from your construction activities at DIBC Pump Station and Storm Water Outfall. The NPDES number
for this site is MIR110106. Please refer to this number in all future correspondence with the Department of
Environmental Quality concerning this permit.
The authorization to discharge storm water pursuant to the provisions of Michigan’s Permit-by-Rule expires on
May 30, 2009 or when the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control (SESC) Permit expires, is revoked or
terminated by the Part 91 permitting entity or when the authorized public agency determines that the project has
been completed by the stabilization of earth change activity. This authorization may be extended or modified
prior to the expiration, revocation or termination of the SESC Permit by filing a revised NOC. Once the SESC is
no longer active, a new administratively complete NOC including the fee must be submitted to obtain storm
water authorization.
Please be advised that the authorization to discharge requires that the soil erosion and sedimentation controls
be under the supervision of a state certified storm water operator. A copy of Michigan's Permit-by-Rule can be
found on the DEQ website at www.michigan.gov/deq, click on Water (left hand side), then click on Surface
Water, and then click on Storm Water. These requirements must be followed during the entire period of your
storm water discharge authorization.
The issuance of this permit does not authorize violation of any federal, state or local laws or regulations, nor
does it obviate the necessity of obtaining such permits, including any other Department of Environmental Quality
permits, or approvals from other units of government as may be required by law.
A Notice of Termination (NOT) must be submitted to the Department once the construction site is completely
stabilized. A copy of the NOT form can also be accessed at the website indicated above
If you have any questions about your authorization to discharge storm water, please contact Mark Fife at
517-241-8993.
Sincerely,

Michael Bray, P.E., Chief
Lakes Erie and Huron Permits Unit
Permits Section
Water Bureau
Enclosures
cc:
Wayne County Department of Environment

March 9, 2007

TO:

Wayne County Department of Environment
3600 Commerce Court, Building E
Wayne, MI 48184

FROM:

Mark Fife, Storm Water Coordinator
Water Bureau

SUBJECT:

MIR110106 DIBC Pump Station and Storm Water Outfall
Acknowledgement Letters - Notice of Coverage, Permit-by-Rule

The enclosed letter(s) acknowledges receipt of submitted Notice of Coverage (NOC) forms to the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality for storm water coverage under Michigan's permit-by-rule. This program
gives National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) coverage to landowners who engage in
construction activities that disturb 5 acres or more of land.
The authorization to discharge storm water pursuant to the provisions of Michigan’s Permit-by-Rule expires on
May 30, 2009 or when the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control (SESC) Permit expires, is revoked or
terminated by the Part 91 permitting entity or when the authorized public agency determines that the project has
been completed by the stabilization of earth change activity. This authorization may be extended or modified
prior to the expiration, revocation or termination of the SESC Permit by filing a revised NOC. Once the SESC is
no longer active, a new administratively complete NOC including the fee must be submitted to obtain storm
water authorization.
We are sending you copies as your agency was listed as having issued SESC permit(s) 06-208 on
November 30, 2006 for the project(s). If this is in error or you have any questions, please call me at
517-241-8993.
Enclosure
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October 29, 2008
Mr. Dan Stamper
Detroit International Bridge Co.
12225 Stephens Road
Warren, MI 48089
Dear Mr. Stamper:
SUBJECT: DEQ File Number 06-82-0121-P
City of Detroit, Wayne County
Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project
We have received your letter dated October 20, 2008, requesting an extension of time for
completion of work authorized by your Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) permit.
This letter serves to extend your permit until January 17, 2012.
You are reminded that all conditions, as set forth in the original permit, remain in full force. This
letter must be attached to your permit, kept at the work site, and be available for inspection at all
times during the duration of the project or until the date of expiration. This extension does not
obviate the need for other Federal, State and/or local permits, as may be required by law.
If you have additional questions, please contact this office.

Sincerely,

and Znd Water Management Division
District Representative
cc:

Mr. John Jones, Wayne County CEA
City of Detroit Clerk
Mr. Scott Korpi, American Consulting Engineers of Florida, LLC

27700 DONALD COURT WARREN, MICHIGAN48092-2793

www.michiyan.gov (586)753-3700
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4111 Land O’ Lakes Boulevard, Suite 210
Land O’ Lakes, Florida 34639
Tel 813.996.2800 • Fax 813.996.1908
american@ace-fla.com • www.ace-fla.com

March 30, 2007
Carmine Palombo
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments
535 Griswold Street, Suite 300
Detroit, MI 48226-3602

Re:

Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project

Dear Carmine Palombo:
Enclosed please find a brief project description and the preliminary construction plans for the
Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project for your review. The major components of the Ambassador
Bridge Enhancement project include the construction of a 6-lane cable stayed, toll bridge connecting
Detroit, Michigan, United States with Windsor, Ontario, Canada adjacent to the existing Ambassador
Bridge. No modifications will be required in the plazas or the existing roadway infrastructure. The new
bridge will connect directly to the plazas constructed by the ongoing Ambassador Bridge Gateway in
Detroit and the Plaza Expansion Projects in Windsor. The existing Ambassador Bridge would then be
taken out of service for necessary repairs and would provide reserve capacity in the event of an
emergency.
The proposed bridge will provide four full service traffic lanes plus two lanes dedicated to low risk
commercial travelers (FAST). The entire project is a bridge approximately 6200 feet (1890 m) in length
with approximately 2200 feet (670 m) traversing the Detroit River from tower to tower. The bridge will
be a minimum of 152 feet (46 m) above the Detroit River, which meets the minimum vertical clearance
requirements for deep draft navigation.
In the United States, an environmental assessment, including an air quality study, is currently underway
and will be submitted to the United States Coast Guard, the lead agency for this project, in April 2007.
The Coast Guard will then publish the EA for comments at the end of April 2007. We plan to submit the
final environmental assessment at the end of June 2007. A public workshop for this project was held in
Detroit on March 1, 2007.
An environmental assessment screening report (EASR) will also be required by the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Agency. The scope for this document is currently out for public comment
and the environmental assessment is underway in accordance with that scope. A public workshop in
Windsor is being planned for April 2007.
As part of the bridge permit application and environmental assessment required by the United States
Coast Guard, the Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project needs to be added to the Long Range
Transportation Plan and State Implementation Plan. We would like to set up a meeting with your office
at your earliest convenience to go over the project in more detail and determine the necessary steps to
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add the project to the LRTP. Please call with a suitable time to meet, or if you have any questions or
need additional information. You can reach me directly at 813-996-2800 ext. 5567.
Sincerely,
American Consulting Engineers of Florida, LLC

Scott Korpi
Project Manager
cc:
Dan Stamper - DIBC, Craig Stamper -DIBC, Skip McMahon – CTC, Bob Bloom - USCG, Pat
Holland, file B.04
F:\PROJECT\5049964\File Cabinet\B. Correspondence\B.04 INTERNAL TEAM CORRESPONDENCE OUT\070321 LET SKorpi to SEMCOG
meeting request.doc

RTP Project Amendment Proposal

Project Details
County:

Wayne County

Project Name:

Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project

Project Limits:

Project connects to the plazas in Detroit and Windsor (see attached)

Proposed Work:

Four full service traffic lanes plus two lanes dedicated to low risk commercial
travelers over the Detroit River between Detroit and Windsor in the same corridor
as the existing Ambassador Bridge
The existing bridge does not provide safety shoulders, is nearly 80 years old and
does not have adequate width to provide dedicated lanes for low risk truck
travelers who have been pre-approved under the FAST program. The existing
structure contains fracture critical members and does not provide alternative
means of crossing in case of emergencies.

Project Deficiency:

Project Length:

Approximately 6,200 feet

Urban Area:

Southwest Detroit

Jurisdiction:

Agency with financial responsibility for maintaining transportation facility: N/A.

Community:

The Detroit
International Bridge Company and Canadian Transit Company (both private
companies) will pay for all design and construction costs as well as maintaining
the structure

Communities in which the project is located: Southwest Detroit

Hubbard/Richard District
Project Submitter:

Agency, contact person, and contact information, including address, phone, and e-mail:

Dan Stamper, President
Detroit International Bridge Company
12225 Stephens
Warren, MI 48089
Tel 586-939-7000
Fax 586-755-8924
Email laura@ambassadorbridge.com
Public Involvement:

Thomas “Skip” McMahon, Special Projects
Canadian Transit Company
780 Huron Church Road, Suite 202
Windsor, Ontario N9C 2K2
Tel 519-977-0700
Fax 519-977-1262
Email: skip@canadiantransit.com

Describe how the public was involved in development of this project:

A Public Hearing was held on November 14, 2006 conducted by MDEQ.
A public workshop was held on March 1, 2007 to solicit input
Numerous stakeholder meetings have been conducted and will continue
Justification
Statement:

Describe why this project is needed and how it will improve the transportation system in Southeast
Michigan:

The Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project will more efficiently process
commercial vehicles, promote economic growth and development, and is
expected to improve air quality while the existing bridge will provide a redundant
resource in the event of an emergency. The cable stayed bridge also provides
greater structural security than the existing suspension bridge.

Funding Details
Federal Funds
Fiscal Year

Source
Study/Preliminary
Engineering

Engineering/Design

Right-of-way

Construction

Other

Total

Non-Federal Funds

Phase
Amount

Source

Amount

The Detroit International Bridge Company and its Canadian
subsidiary, The Canadian Transit Company, will finance the costs
of constructing the second span of the Ambassador Bridge
through the issuance of debt securities. The companies have
retained Citigroup Global Markets Inc., (“Citigroup”) to act as their
financial advisors with respect to developing the plan for financing
the construction of the second span. Citigroup is assisting both
companies in identifying the best source of funds for this project
and structuring the terms and conditions of the financing so as to
maximize the creditworthiness and marketability of the debt
securities to be issued by the SPES. The companies are
currently in the process of seeking approvals from the Michigan
Strategic Fund (“MSF”) and the United States Department of
Transportation (“DOT”) to issue United States income tax exempt
“Private Activity Bonds” to finance construction of the second
span. The Private Activity Bonds would be issued pursuant to
Section 11143 of Title XI of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Act, commonly referred to as
“SAFETEA_LU”.
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1.0 Project Description
1.1 Purpose, Need and Benefits
Existing international border crossings in the Detroit River area include the Ambassador
Bridge, the Detroit-Windsor Tunnel, two railroad tunnels, and a ferry crossing. The
Ambassador Bridge connects Detroit, Michigan, United States and Windsor, Ontario,
Canada. The main span of the existing Ambassador Bridge was the longest in the world
when it was completed in 1929 and is currently the busiest international border crossing
in North America. The Detroit International Bridge Company (DIBC) and Canadian
Transit Company (CTC) own and operate the existing Ambassador Bridge as well as the
connecting plazas.
The project identified as the “Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project” submitted in
this document will provide four full service traffic lanes plus two lanes dedicated to low
risk commercial travelers over the Detroit River between Detroit and Windsor in the
same corridor as the existing Ambassador Bridge. This project is not a part of the
ongoing “Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project” being completed by the Michigan
Department of Transportation and the DIBC/CTC scheduled to open in 2009, nor is it a
part of the “Windsor Plaza Expansion Project” being completed by the DIBC/CTC on the
Canadian side with the east expansion completed in January, 2006 and the west
expansion scheduled to be completed in mid 2007. The Ambassador Bridge Enhancement
Project is the construction of a new state of the art cable stayed bridge that will connect
directly to the Canadian and U.S. plazas owned by DIBC/CTC. The Ambassador Bridge
Enhancement Project will be constructed entirely within the limits of the current
operations of the DIBC/CTC.
This project includes the construction of new replacement lanes across the Detroit River
and provides the redundancy desired by the governments on both sides of the border. By
constructing a new state of the art structure across the Detroit River, the existing structure
will be freed up to allow it to be rehabilitated and to then serve as a backup redundant
resource in case of an emergency or another impediment against the free flow of people
and goods across the new structure.
Lack of access to international border crossings, delays, and congestion on border
crossings, can have an impact on trade between the United States and Canada and
therefore impact the economies of both countries. In response to this, the Ambassador
Bridge Gateway Project was developed and is currently underway to provide direct
access between the Ambassador Bridge and the United States interstate system (I-75, I96). The Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project was originally approved with an
Environmental Assessment and a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) in a letter
from the U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Department on October 23,
1997. The Environmental Assessment was subsequently reevaluated and the FONSI was
reaffirmed on two different occasions; first on September 9, 1999 and secondly on
January 15, 2004. The Environmental Assessment and Programmatic Section 4(F)
Evaluation documents that were prepared and approved for this project included
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“construction of a new deck that will accommodate a future second span bridge to
Canada”. Three primary objectives are cited on page 1-1 of the Final Environmental
Assessment for the Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project including “Accommodate future
border crossing capacity needs and a potential future second span of the Ambassador
Bridge located west of and adjacent to the existing bridge”. The new improvements
under this project are scheduled to be opened to traffic in 2009 and will eliminate
problems with access to the Ambassador Bridge in the United States.
The Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project would seamlessly integrate with the
Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project transportation plan already underway in the Detroit
River area by building a new bridge adjacent to the existing Ambassador Bridge. This
will reduce congestion, promote economic growth and development, and likely improve
air quality. The DIBC/CTC has identified several design option alternatives for this
bridge and has determined that the option discussed in Section 1.3 is the most feasible.
1.1.1 National Interest and Security Considerations

The purpose of the project is to ensure that the free flow of trade and people can continue
to occur unimpeded at the busiest border crossing in North America. With trade between
the United States and Canada being vital to the economic health of both countries, it is
critical that this border crossing continue to function efficiently even though the existing
span across the river is approaching 80 years of age. By constructing a new state of the
art structure adjacent to the existing structure, the efficient function of the entire facility
will be assured for the next century.
Construction of the second span adjacent to the existing structure will allow almost all of
the construction to take place without impacting the traffic on the existing facility. Once
the new structure is complete, all traffic will be shifted onto the new structure to allow
the existing bridge to be evaluated and rehabilitated without impact to the traffic flow. By
constructing the project in such a fashion, the national interest of both countries will be
well served by the continued promotion of the economies of both countries by ensuring
that the free flow of international trade can continue unabated.
Once the second span has been constructed and the existing bridge has been repaired and
rehabilitated, it will be made available as a redundant resource should there be an
emergency on the new structure in which traffic is impeded. This redundancy will ensure
that this vital border crossing be functional even if a major problem were created on the
new structure.
The construction of a cable stayed structure rather than a suspension bridge will greatly
improve the structural redundancy of the span. On the existing suspension bridge, the
superstructure is supported in its entirety by the two main catenary cables. Should one of
these cables be severed, a catastrophic failure would almost certainly occur. Conversely,
the superstructure of the proposed bridge will be supported by numerous cables and the
elimination of one or even more cables will not result in a catastrophic failure. The
selection of such a structural type will greatly improve the security of the facility.
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1.1.2 Support for the Project

Interest in building a bridge between the United States and Canada within the
Ambassador Bridge corridor was advanced during the Environmental Assessment stage
for the Ambassador Bridge Gateway project. One of the three primary objectives of the
Gateway plaza expansion project was to “Accommodate future border crossing capacity
needs and a potential future second span of the Ambassador Bridge located west of and
adjacent to the existing bridge.”
The Detroit River International Crossing (DRIC) study also showed support for a
crossing at the existing Ambassador Bridge. The DRIC study ranked the Ambassador
Bridge site (X12/II-4) as number 1 using the Citizen Weighted Score and number 2 using
the Technical Team Weight Score out of 37 possible locations to place a new bridge. This
ranking was due few impacts on neighborhoods and the natural environment and because
of its improvements to regional mobility.
The general consensus among the public and local businesses is in favor of an additional
span in the same corridor as the Ambassador Bridge in order to maintain the current
operations and allow for the improvement of operations through the construction of
dedicated FAST Truck lanes for low risk travelers. Nearly 40 businesses with operations
in both the Detroit area and Southern Ontario and labor groups representing both public
and private sector employees have expressed their strong support for the Ambassador
Bridge Enhancement Project.
There are many reasons why the local community supports this effort with the economic
benefits derived from the project heading the list. Several companies expressed that the
improvement in the operations and functionality of the facility would support their plans
for the future as well. The United States Chamber of Commerce, Michigan Chamber of
Commerce and Canada Chamber of Commerce all express support for the project stating
that additional infrastructure capacity is vital to meet the demands of trade between the
United States and Canada. They further state that if additional infrastructure capacity is
not provided, a loss of jobs, and increase in congestion and delays will result. The
addition of the FAST lanes, as proposed in the Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project,
was also cited by many local businesses as expediting the border crossing process which
would thus increase the production of those businesses.
Funding and the creation of jobs are other reasons often cited by the public and local
agencies as the reason for their support for the Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project.
The bridge is estimated to cost approximately $500 million to design and build. By being
privately funded, tax payer dollars could instead be spent repairing and improving
existing government owned streets as well as employment development programs. In
addition, credits for USDOT matching grants for regional transportation projects will be
generated for the region due to the construction of this project without the need to spend
local or state monies.
The Ambassador Bridge Gateway plaza expansion and construction and maintenance on
the new bridge would also create much needed jobs in both Detroit and Windsor. Current
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investments by the DIBC/CTC have already created over 500 new jobs in the past two
years in Southwest Detroit which is now cited as the only section of the city with a
population growth.
Lastly, the public and local businesses support the Ambassador Bridge Enhancement
Project for environmental reasons. Building a bridge adjacent to the Ambassador Bridge
and tying into an existing plaza has the least environmental affects of any other location
being studied in the DRIC study. The proposed bridge would not disrupt or segregate the
community, no piers will be placed in the Detroit River, nor will construction take place
in the River, air quality and noise pollution are expected to remain the same or improve
with decreased idling time, no residential relocations would be required, no wetland or
floodplain impacts would occur, and no threatened or endangered species or habitat of
threatened or endangered species would be impacted.
Additional public support for the Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project occurred at a
public workshop held on March 1, 2007. As with any transportation project, public
involvement is an important aspect of the Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project. The
intent of public involvement is to fully inform and involve all interested public officials,
citizens, and special interest groups in the development of transportation projects. The
workshop was held at the Earhart Middle School in Detroit and was attended by
approximately 53 people.
Twelve comments were received at the workshop. The general consensus of the public at
this workshop was in favor of the proposed improvements for the reasons stated above,
however, several commenter’s did express concern regarding several potential
environmental impacts that are addressed in this Draft EA.
1.1.3 Trade Considerations

More trade goods cross the United States/Canadian border through this corridor than any
other land crossing in North America. It is critical to the economic health of both
countries that this crossing remain fully functional. A study commissioned by the Border
Transportation Partnership indicated that if “no improvements were made to border
crossing capabilities in the Detroit River area by 2030, the two nations will realize the
loss of up to 70,000 Canadian jobs and 80,000 U.S. jobs. The combined annual loss of
production is forecast to be CAN$21.5 billion or US$13.4 billion.”
Booths have been constructed in each plaza that are dedicated to the processing of low
risk truck travelers in the FAST program. The Free and Secure Trade (FAST) program is
a joint U.S.-Canadian initiative involving the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) and
the United States Customs and Border Protection (CBP), however, it can best be described as
a commercial process offered to pre-approved importers, carriers and registered drivers.
Approved companies using approved carriers and registered drivers experience shipments
being cleared with greater speed, certainty and at lower costs. Participants in the program
must meet the requirements of Canada’s Partners in Protection (PIP) program or the
United States Customs Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT) program.

Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project
Page 5

Without having dedicated lanes for such purposes, the advantages of such a program
cannot be fully implemented since the flow of FAST trucks are greatly impeded by
backups in the general purpose lanes. The construction of a new structure with lanes
dedicated for such purposes will significantly improve the operation of the entire facility
and encourage more travelers to become approved for the program.
The addition of a new state of the art bridge in the Ambassador Bridge Corridor adds
much needed redundancy to the regional transportation system. While the existing
Ambassador Bridge is closed for evaluation and rehabilitation, the proposed bridge will
be available to provide access to the international border. The current bridge will then be
used for redundancy if there is an occasion when the new span needs to be taken out of
service for an extended period of time. This redundancy will allow shipments to continue
to move efficiently across the border, thus reducing potential adverse impacts to the local,
regional and national economy.
1.1.4 Spin-off Benefits and Interrelated Projects

The Project is not expected to create any spin-off development. It is not intended to draw
additional traffic to the bridge or the region. The spin-off benefits, however, will be
related to the preservation of an historic structure and the provision of a redundant
transportation corridor on the original bridge. The goal of the Ambassador Bridge
Enhancement Project is to more efficiently move the existing traffic while protecting the
structural integrity of the existing Ambassador Bridge, a historic structure. The existing
bridge will also be made available for internal operational needs as well as providing
pedestrian and bicyclist amenities. Greater efficiency in processing the commercial
traffic would be achieved by the using the two dedicated FAST Truck lanes on the new
bridge to more effectively organize the commercial traffic to support the newly
configured plaza (Ambassador Plaza Gateway Plaza Expansion) and FAST lane
operations previously approved for construction and operation. This traffic lane
organization is expected to reduce the amount of idling time for trucks while waiting for
customs approval.
Projects that are related to the Enhancement Project are the rehabilitation of the existing
bridge, the Canadian Plaza Expansion and the Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project
which provides an upgrade of the U.S. plaza and direct connections to the interstate
system. The existing Ambassador Bridge will be repaired and rehabilitated once the
Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project is complete. The plaza is being upgraded to
conform to current security standards and more efficient traffic flow with the existing
infrastructure already in place and is not part of the Ambassador Bridge Enhancement
Project.
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1.2 Current Facilities
The existing Ambassador Bridge is a suspension bridge that spans 9000 feet (2743 m) in
length, with 1850 feet (564 m) over the Detroit River. The height of the two towers is
363 feet (111 m) tall. The
vertical clearance of the
bridge structure is 152 feet
(46 m) over the Detroit
River. The structure consists
of a 55-foot (17 m) wide
deck including four highway
lanes of traffic, with two
lanes traversing eastbound
and two lanes traversing
westbound. The maximum
grade of the bridge is 5%.
The Ambassador Bridge also
contains a sidewalk that is
currently closed.
The Ambassador Bridge lands in the United States near the Corktown Historic District of
Detroit, Michigan directly into the tolls, primary and secondary customs, and duty free
facilities. The facilities are bounded by I-75 on the west, St. Anne Street on the east, Fort
Street on the south, and Porter Street on the north. Once cars exit the Ambassador Bridge,
they enter the primary customs facility and then the tolls facility and then have direct
access to I-75 and I-96 or can exit onto local streets. Trucks exiting the Ambassador
Bridge bypass the customs and tolls plazas for cars and enter their primary and secondary
customs and tolls plazas located east of the car plaza. If the trucks pass the primary and
secondary customs, they travel west on Fort Street and gain access to the interstate
system by heading north on Clark Street. There is also local access to the duty free shops
for outbound traffic from I-75, East Service Drive, and Porter Street.
The Ambassador Bridge lands in Canada near the University of Windsor in Windsor,
Ontario directly into the tolls and primary customs plazas. The facilities are bounded by
Huron Church Road on the west, Northway Avenue on the east, Tecumseh Road on the
north, and College Avenue on the south. Once cars exit the Ambassador Bridge, they
enter the primary customs and tolls facilities and then exit onto Huron Church Road. The
secondary customs facility and duty free shops are found in a separate facility to the
southeast. Trucks exiting the Ambassador Bridge also enter primary customs and tolls,
exit onto Huron Church Road, and proceed to the secondary customs facility. From the
secondary customs facility, the trucks have access to Highway 401 via Huron Church
Road. There is local access to the bridge from Wyandotte Street and Huron Church Road.
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1.3 Proposed Enhancements
The DIBC/CTC has determined that the enhancement of the existing Ambassador Bridge
crossing is feasible and desirable. The enhancement would include a new six lane cable
stayed bridge located in the same corridor and adjacent to the existing Ambassador
Bridge, consistent with the approved and ongoing Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project.
This bridge would simply tie directly into the existing plazas in both Canada and the
United States without the need for modification to their currently approved and permitted
configuration. The proposed bridge would run roughly parallel to the existing
Ambassador Bridge. The width of the proposed bridge is set to allow transition directly
into the connection points in both the United States and Canadian Plazas and to provide
the necessary safety shoulders that are not present on the existing structure.
The proposed bridge consists of 6 lanes of traffic with three in each direction. The outside
lanes primary use would be as dedicated FAST truck exit ramps to the tolls and primary
and secondary customs facilities in the United States and Canada. The inside lanes
primary use would be for automobiles to the tolls and primary customs with flexibility
preserved for all types of vehicular operations. The use of the center lane would depend
on the traffic needs of the moment and could be for both trucks and cars or trucks only
depending on the traffic mix at any given time. Once the new structure is completed, the
existing Ambassador Bridge will be taken out of service to effect repairs that are deemed
necessary. Once any necessary repairs are completed, the existing structure will be used
to provide for bridge internal operational needs, pedestrian and bicyclist amenities, and/or
to provide redundancy and backup support when necessary to ensure the free flow of
traffic between Windsor and Detroit at all times.
All existing roads and streets in both the United States and Canada would remain open
and will continue to function as they currently operate.
1.4 Complementary Enhancements
1.4.1 Gateway - MDOT and DIBC/CTC

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has completed design plans for the
reconstruction of the entire Ambassador Bridge Interchange to provide direct access to I75 and I-96, termed the Ambassador Bridge Gateway project. This project has been
approved by the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration
and includes provisions ensuring that the design will accommodate a second span
adjacent to the existing bridge. The Ambassador Bridge Gateway project is scheduled to
be completed and opened to traffic in 2009 and will dramatically improve the existing
connections between the bridge and the freeway system. The project will also prohibit
trucks from exiting onto the local streets around the plaza area and instead require them
to enter the interstate system; this will improve the United States customs facilities
associated with the Ambassador Bridge. As part of the ongoing Ambassador Bridge
Gateway expansion project, the DIBC/CTC will reconfigure the plaza operations. Some
plaza activities prior to entering the Ambassador Bridge will be relocated to the west of
the bridge. The location of the tolls and customs plaza will remain near the same location
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for traffic heading into the United States. The revised plaza configuration is bounded by
the interstate system to the north, Fort Street to the south, 25th Street to the west, and the
Ambassador Bridge to the east. Under the Ambassador Bridge Gateway project, truck
traffic will exit the Ambassador Bridge using a right exit ramp and enter the primary and
secondary customs and toll plaza currently in use. If they pass the customs inspection,
the truck traffic will exit the plaza onto a proposed new road that parallels Fort Street and
circles around the proposed new bridge plaza and connects to the interstate system.
Automobile traffic will exit the Ambassador Bridge using a three-lane, left exit ramp and
enter the primary customs and toll plaza currently in use. If they pass, the automobile
traffic will proceed to either local roads or an entrance ramp to the interstate system.
Traffic entering the proposed bridge would enter through the proposed toll plaza and
access an on-ramp that circles around the toll and bridge plaza and connects to the
proposed bridge.
1.4.2 Windsor Bridge Plaza Expansion

Likewise, congestion is also being addressed on and around the Ambassador Bridge
through the Windsor Bridge Plaza Expansion to the east and the west. Currently in
Windsor, the main road connecting the border with Highway 401 is Huron Church Road
(Highway 3), though it is not designated as an international thoroughfare. Neighboring
residents are concerned with the increased noise levels, and health and safety concerns
associated with congestion on Huron Church Road. Improvements associated with the
Windsor Bridge Plaza Expansion include the approved and permitted additional customs
facilities on the west side of Huron Church Road to process trucks and cars crossing the
border more quickly. Accordingly, additional exit ramps are being added from the
Ambassador Bridge to the new facility. Three “wide lane” customs facilities are also
being added on the east side Huron Church Road next to the existing customs facilities.
The existing tolls and customs plaza on the east side of Huron Church Road are
remaining the same, as will the associated secondary customs facility and duty free
shops. Access to reach the Ambassador Bridge from local roads will also remain the
same. The cause of truck backups on Huron Church Road and around the Canadian Plaza
can be attributed in part to the lack of direct access to the United States Interstate System.
Therefore, the construction of the Gateway Project in the United States as described in
Section 1.4.1, which will provide such direct connections as well as improving the plaza
function and operation, should help to reduce truck backups in the Canadian Plaza for
vehicles bound for the United States. Presently, the DIBC/CTC has no authority or
jurisdiction allowing for the construction of connecting roads from the Ambassador
Bridge to Highway 401.

Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project
Page 9

1.5 Compatibility with Transportation and Comprehensive Plans
The existing facility has been in service for nearly 80 years and has grown to become the
busiest commercial land border crossing between the United States and Canada. The
primary purpose of the proposed Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project is to ensure
that current operations can continue for the 21st century even as the existing bridge has
provided service for most of the 20th century. In addition, the project will provide
dedicated lanes for low risk truck travelers that are important to both countries.
Construction of such lanes completes the vision and plans developed as part of the
Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project which provides direct connections to the United
States Interstate and improves the operations of the plaza. Further, the project integrates
seamlessly with the Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project and ties directly into the plaza,
as reconstructed by the Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project without need for any
additional modifications to the operations.
1.6 Land Ownership
The DIBC/CTC owns most of the property required for the construction of the
Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project and is currently in the process of acquiring the
necessary remaining property rights for the project. All property or rights will be acquired
before construction is begun. No residences will be relocated in the United States.
1.7 Finance Plan
The Detroit International Bridge Company and its Canadian subsidiary, The Canadian
Transit Company, will finance the costs of constructing the second span of the
Ambassador Bridge through the issuance of debt securities. The companies have retained
Citigroup Global Markets Inc., (“Citigroup”) to act as their financial advisors with
respect to developing the plan for financing the construction of the second span.
Citigroup is assisting both companies in identifying the best source of funds for this
project and structuring the terms and conditions of the financing so as to maximize the
creditworthiness and marketability of the debt securities to be issued by the SPES. The
companies are currently in the process of seeking approvals from the Michigan Strategic
Fund (“MSF”) and the United States Department of Transportation (“DOT”) to issue
United States income tax exempt “Private Activity Bonds” to finance construction of the
second span. The Private Activity Bonds would be issued pursuant to Section 11143 of
Title XI of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Act, commonly
referred to as “SAFETEA_LU”. The federal, provincial and state governments of both
countries will not be expected to contribute funds towards the design or construction of
the Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project.
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1.8 Contacts
Proponents Name
The proponent to this project is the Detroit International Bridge Company and the
Canadian Transit Company.
Project Contacts
Dan Stamper, President
Detroit International Bridge Company
12225 Stephens
Warren, MI 48089
Tel 586-939-7000
Fax 586-755-8924
Email laura@ambassadorbridge.com

Thomas “Skip” McMahon, Special Projects
Canadian Transit Company
780 Huron Church Road, Suite 202
Windsor, Ontario N9C 2K2
Tel 519-977-0700
Fax 519-977-1262
Email: skip@canadiantransit.com

…Equipping local government leaders for the future
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments • 535 Griswold Street • Suite 300 • Detroit, Michigan 48226-3602
313- 961-4266 • Fax (313) 961-4869 • www.semcog.org

July 10, 2008
Dan Stamper, President
Detroit International Bridge Company
PO Box 32666
Detroit, MI 48232-0666
Dear Mr. Stamper:
On June 26, 2008, SEMCOG’s General Assembly amended the Ambassador Bridge
Enhancement Project (ABEP) and Detroit River International Crossing (DRIC) to the
2030 Regional Transportation Plan for Southeast Michigan, conditioned upon
identification of the preferred alternative on the Canadian side by the appropriate
Canadian officials.
The proposed ABEP includes the construction of a new bridge located immediately west
of the existing Ambassador Bridge, with four general-purpose lanes and two lanes
dedicated to the efficient processing of trucks enrolled in the Free and Secure Trade
(FAST) program. The existing span would be maintained, but not for routine use as
traffic lanes. The proposed DRIC includes a new six-lane bridge landing in the Delray
area of Southwest Detroit. If constructed as proposed, these two projects combined would
meet future border-crossing capacity and security needs.
If and when SEMCOG receives notification that an official decision has been made on
the preferred alternative for either project, SEMCOG’s General Assembly will be notified
their condition has been met and the project(s) will be deemed eligible to move forward
in the regional transportation planning process.
If you have any questions or concerns, I can be reached at Palombo@semcog.org or 313324-3314.
Sincerely,

Carmine Palombo, P.E.
Director
SEMCOG Transportation Programs
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