
 

 

 

 

 Statement from The Canadian Transit Company (“CTC”) 

CTC has long fought to demolish the remaining vacant, boarded-up houses in Sandwich and to 
subsequently invest in the enhancement of the Ambassador Bridge plaza.  From time of purchasing 
these homes, CTC has always intended to use the properties to support the Ambassador Bridge.  For 
years, we have applied for demolition permits, only to be blocked by the City of Windsor. 

 
Now, the City of Windsor has issued demolition orders for a small minority of these properties.  While 
CTC is working through these with city officials, we strongly believe this is insufficient.  CTC wishes to 
demolish all vacant houses and to pursue our plaza enhancement project — that is the only way to 
effectively promote safety and realize the benefits of substantial investment in the community. 
 

Despite this, there has been an enduring narrative outstanding that CTC refuses to demolish these 
houses.  In fact, when the issue of responsibility for the boarded-up houses was litigated, the Ontario 
Superior Court ruled the City of Windsor, not CTC, was responsible: 
 

“It has always been the position, as I understand it from reading the pleadings and from hearing the 
evidence in this case, that [CTC] has said that they always wished to tear down the boarded-up buildings 
but has been prevented by the City [of Windsor] . . . It is the bridge’s defence that, if they had their way, 
the buildings would be long gone.  It is clear from the evidence in the case that it is not in dispute that 
the City passed by-laws that have prevented the demolition of the houses. There cannot be any 
disagreement on that.” (Desando v. Canadian Transit Company, March 21, 2017 hearing transcript, p. 
54) 

“If I had been persuaded that the empty houses constituted a recoverable nuisance, it was very clear on 
all the evidence that it was the City that was responsible for their continued presence through their 
decision not to issue demolition permits, despite an order relating to the majority of the houses from 
the land use planning committee. I reject that CTC should have defied the law and proceeded without 
permit to demolish the buildings. That conduct in my view, would have been illegal, unsafe and likely 
would have hardened public opinion against the Bridge.”  (Desando v. Canadian Transit Company, 2018 
ONSC 1859, Paragraph 62) 

707 Patricia Rd, Windsor, ON N9B 3B6, Canada 
 


